Southwest American Indian Cancer Collaborative Network

Abstract

The fundamental aim of the Southwest American Indian Cancer Collaborative Network (SAICCN) is to
eliminate cancer health disparities by closing the gap between the health needs of the American Indian
community and the promise of cancer prevention and cure made possible by a responsive health delivery
and research system. This fundamental aim will be achieved through support of participatory education,
training, and research programs driven by community input.

The primary partners include the Inter Tribal Council of Arizona, Inc., (ITCA) the Arizona Cancer Center
(AZCC), the Phoenix Indian Medical Center (PIMC) and Translational Genomics Research Institute
(TGEN).
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The Inter Tribal Council of Arizona, Inc.
The lead agency is the Inter Tribal Council of Arizona, Inc., (ITCA), a 501(c)(3) organization, where leadership and
programs provide a direct link to 19 of the 22 Tribal governments in Arizona .

The organization addresses common issues of its member Tribes while respecting sovereignty and independence of
each. Each of the 19 governments are represented by the highest elected officials.

ITCA has the goal of promoting Indian self-reliance through public policy development and by providing member
tribes with the means for action on matters that affect them collectively and individually. Its many health programs
place ITCA in a major leadership and representative role for American Indian health issues throughout the region.
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Background Of SAICCN

The SAICCN collaboration developed out of the American Indian Oncology Program (AIOP), a
National Cancer Institute Special Populations Network grant. It involved a partnership between
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T the Arizona Cancer Center and the Phoenix Indian Medical Center. The aim of AIOP was to
reduce cancer health disparities in American Indians in Arizona. AIOP investigators and staff
continue to work with SAICCN.

Contact:

Tribal Council of Arizona, Inc. . - -
ITCA Regional Epidemiology Center was an AIOP partner. The mission of the

Center is to empower the American Indian tribes in Arizona, Nevada and Utah in
the development of health services and systems. The purpose is to support
tribally-driven health surveillance systems that can assess both

individual and community health status, facilitate planning and manage

existing health services.
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